IN looking up references to the published writings of Constantine S. Rafinesque for material relating to Birds, I have secured verbatim copies of two interesting contributions of hifi to the Kentucky Gazette. These, evidently, were not known to Dr. C. W. Richmond when he published reprints of Rafinesque's contributions to Ornithology in ' The Auk ', Vol. 26, 1909.
The magnificent work of Wilson, published in our country, is well known; and although it has remained imperfect by the un-'timely death of the author, it stands as a monument of genius, science, and taste. It is also a pity that the worthy author was not aware, that another American Ornithology had been undertaken some years before his (in France, by Vieillot) which has likewise never been completed, where some of his new species were previously described under different names.
The result of Wilson's labors, consist in about 320 figures, belonging to nearly 300 species, among which he has described 56 as new, which might be reduced to less than 50, by comparing them with Vieillot's new species; but increased to about 70, by adding thereto several birds which Wilson did not consider as new, and blended with foreign species, while they are really distinct, and ought to be separated, distinguished and named, as I have done in my manuscript criticism on his work.
Extensive as this number may appear it is less than one half of the real number of our birds. In Ord American species, the Tapera Swallow (Hirundo tapera) which is however totally different from ours, being black above and white beneath.
Our Blue Bank-Swallow is a small species, about five inches long: it has a black bill and brown feet. Its face or the space surrounding the bill is black, the forehead white, the top of the head blue; the cheeks, throat and upper part of the rump of a reddish chestnut colour, or rufous, the back is blue spotted with white, the belly of a dirty white, the wings brown, with some yellow spots beneath at the base, and the tail is equal, unforked, truncate and brown.
This pretty Swallow is found on the banks of the Ohio, where it has only been lately noticed; whether it has lately come there from southern regions or had not been noticed heretofore, may be a matter of doubt, but of little consequence. It appears now to be rather common on some peculiar spots, such as near Newport in Kentucky and Madison in Indiana; it comes late in the Spring builds its nest on the high banks of the river and disappears early. Its nest is singular, in the shape of a reversed bottle, with the opening at the end of the neck; the materials being similar to those employed by the common Swallows. This bird is to be seen preserved with its nest in the Museum of Cincinnati: It deserves the further attention of the friends of science.
C. S. Rar•SQU•."
The White-fronted or "Blue Bank Swallow" of Rafinesque, or, to be more brief, the Cliff Swallow of authors, is destined to go down into the history of nomenclature as a distinguished bird. It made so many narrow escapes of being properly named in a binomial sense that it seems a bit humiliating for it to now be snatched from the laurel crown of Thomas Say and transferred, by the rights of priority, to a man whom he undoubtedly despised and certainly ignored. These birds must probably be blown from the sea-shore, towards us by some violent storms, and many more in the same predicament may escape our notice. This singular fact in their History deserves however to be recorded. Among the sea-birds which I have seen in Kentucky, there are two kinds, a Gull and a Tern, whleh I cannot find described in any book; they might be considered as new species. They must probably have wandered here from the distant shores of the Mexican Gulf and Empire, where many unnoticed birds must exist as yet.
The Gull might be called the wandering Gull: I have given to it the ornithological name of Larus Marginatus, which has a reference to its black-edged wings.
Its total length was one foot; but the dimension of the extended wings reached 28 inches. Bill black, feet of an orange color, with black claws. Head, neck, and belly of a snowy white, back and wings of a pale ash color; but the quills of the wings are white, with a black tip, and the external quill is edged with black, which gives to the whole wing the appearance of having a black edge.
The tail is white, and obtuse.
The known species to which it resembles most, is the grey gull, Only the foundations of Fort Enterprise are left but the place is accurately located on the Canadian maps from Sir John Franklin's survey. I think no white man has visited it since 1821, the date of Franklin's departure. The clearing about the fort is still well
